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GROWING UP, GABI LECLAIR LOVED
playing sports in Johnson Township. 

While she was very active in her high school sports 
department – participating in activities like basketball and 
hockey – she never fully experienced planning and delivering 
a sporting event.
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That all changed during the spring and summer of 2023 
when LeClair had the opportunity to work as a sports 
programming lead for the township, which was made 
possible thanks to funding from the Canadian Parks and 
Recreation Association’s Youth Employment Experience 
(YEE) program. This program, funded by the Government 
of Canada, is designed to build skills and remove barriers to 
employment for youth. The program further builds capacity 
in the parks and recreation sector by providing mentorship 
support to each youth throughout their work experience.

“I wanted to work in a job that had something to do with 
sports and recreation,” says LeClair, a first-year business 
student at Sault College. “I was really excited when I found 
out I got the job.”

In her role as Sports Programming Lead, LeClair planned 
a variety of events such as pizza parties during community 
baseball tournaments. She also helped deliver recreation 
programs on the local indoor skating rink, as well as floor 
hockey and pickleball.

Throughout her time with the township, LeClair says she 
learned just how much goes on behind-the-scenes to make 
things happen in her community.

“I learned what goes into planning – from the setup to the 
takedown – and how to successfully plan and run an event,” 
she says, adding that she also learned people skills, and how 
to communicate with all people of all ages. “This job allowed 
me to meet new people and give back to my community. The 
skills I learned will definitely help me in the future.”

Patti Trotter, recreation coordinator of Johnson Township, 
served as LeClair’s mentor and manager and says it was 
wonderful having extra support.

“Having Gabi helped alleviate a lot of the organizing we have 
to do, and it was great to have an extra set of hands,”  
Trotter says.

Trotter adds that the opportunity to hire LeClair as a Sports 
Programming Lead was “huge,” especially for the town of 
only 750 people.

“The ability to hire a student in a very isolated part of the 
country was pretty great,” she says. “That Gabi is local was an 
added bonus, and her work impacted the community she’s 
living in. Instead of having to go to a bigger city centre to try 
and get a similar experience, we could offer this right here in 
Johnson Township.”

Trotter also witnessed great growth in LeClair, and says the 
opportunity helped the youth both personally  
and professionally.

“Gabi very much came out of her shell, and was able to talk 
to everybody – from the seven or eight-year-old skaters 
to our senior citizens,” Trotter says. “We’re a very small 
and very connected community, and she really had the 
personality and the skills to make connections within  
the community.”

Johnson Township Slo-Pitch Tournament Novice Division Winners. The Senior of the Year Float Decorated by Gabi LeClair for the annual Johnson Township 
Community Days, featuring Senior of the Year Zahida Croskery & MP Carol Hughes.


